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bullied DC editorial into givi 


I mean, sure — that's one way to look at it. Or 
you can view it through this prism: without Walt, 
not only would “Cacophony” not exist, I'd have 
likely never read any comics beyond Sad Sack or 
Hot Stuff the L’il Devil. 


Walt Flanagan was my comics guru. Circa 1989, 
we worked together at the Highlands Recreation 
Center for a year, during which time he’d loan 
me copies of THE DARK KNIGHT RETURNS, 
WATCHMEN and Mage. 


It was an age of wonders. We'd spend weekends 
going to Fred Greenberg’s NY comic book shows 
at the Penn Hotel, cherry picking the wall books 
and discount boxes ЧИ dusk — at which point, we 
two suburbanite lads would scamper back home 
to Monmouth County, where nobody’s ever been 
mugged. When there wasn’t a weekend show to 
hit, we’d drive from one end of Jersey to the 
other with a phone book, tracking down hole-in- 
the-wall hobby shops, hoping to find still-racked, 
first printings of THE KILLING JOKE 
(re: phonebook — mind you, this is in the pre- 
internet, pre-GPS, nearly-crustacean era). 


Walt Flanagan always liked to draw. Не had a 
penchant for drawing Metal-influenced zombies. 


During those many hours on toll roads, we'd talk 
about the story arcs and specific issues we loved, 
and — like all comic fans — how we would’ve 
improved plot points or dialogue with our fan- 


of continuity. 


ictually writing for those very 

apsodized about with Walt while 

r ng up and down the state, looking for new 
|| books at old rack prices. 


No slouch himself, Walt had teamed up with his 
cinematic and real world best-y, Bryan Johnson, 
to create both Karney and War of the Undead for 
IDW. The most involvement I had with either 
mini was an intro I did for the Karney trade. 


So there we were: two comics-lovin’ dudes from 
the Jersey ‘burbs who both fulfilled dreams of 
making funny books. 


But we'd never done it together (y'know, a comic 
book; not “whoopee”). 


And that’s what I was thinking when I saw the 
“Dark Knight” billboard. 


Oh, I was always a Batman fan: from a childhood 
of afternoons spent watching Adam West 
“Batman” let out, to 
Tim Burton’s groundbreaking film in '89, to 
everything Marshall Rogers and Frank Miller 
had ever done that featured the cowled crusader. 
But the teaser trailers for Nolan’s flick? The 
billboards? It reignited my Bat-thusiasm. I fell 
in love all over again. 


reruns when school 


Confession time: I haven’t read weekly new 
books in over five years. I fell behind in my 
reading, then fell even further behind, then 
stopped reading altogether. Walt would keep me 
updated as to what was happening in the various 
plotlines of the many titles I used to regularly 
read. I’d long since lost the desire to write 










comics — largely because I'd become persona 
non grata in the comics community, due to my 
incessant lateness. But looking up at that 
billboard? I became very interested in Batman 
And the more I stared at the billboard, 


the more I “saw” Walt’s name. 


again. 


Here was one of my closest friends in the world 


- the guy responsible for my four-color 


enthusiasm — drawing comics. Here was me, 
wanting to write some comics. And neither of us 


were getting any younger. 


So I called Dan DiDio, who I’d met many years 
prior, and asked him if I could write a Batman 
mini and have my longtime friend draw it. Dan 
immediately that my passion for 


the project was being fueled by the desire 


understood 


to bring my comics interest full circle: create 
a miniseries with my comics-brother-from- 


another-mother handling the art chores. 


And man, was it fun for us — not to mention a 
dream come true. 


Fun and educational, actually. I banged out the 
first two scripts in a week, but it wasn’t until 
issue one streeted that I did a second draft — all 
thanks to a CACOPHONY review 
critic pointed out that some of the dialogue 0 


in which a 


given Batman didn’t sound natural in the least 
when spoken aloud. I gave it a test run and the 
blogger was absolutely correct: I'd gotten too 
So I re-drafted 
the next two 


showy with the word balloons. 
all the dialogue for 
scraping away the excess verbiage, and boiling 
each sentiment down to the same Bat-time 


issues, 


(same Bat-channel). 


On the art front, Walt would draw a rough of the 
page. If necessary, I'd ask for tweaks, then he'd 
take it to full pencils. And over the course of 
three issues, both of us got better at creating a 
comic book. The writing improved from issue 
one to issue three, and the art followed suit 
(indeed, peep out the “Fountainhead” reading 
sequences in issue one and three; they look like 


they were drawn by two different artists entirely). 


So for those who’d snark about me getting my 
friend a job: you've got it all wrong. Scrape away 
everything else, and you'll see that I’M the 
friend who benefited from nepotism; because if 
it weren’t for Walt Flanagan, I wouldn't have 
this gig. 
I've always been nothing more than a fat-and- 


Walt is Batman himself — and me? 


flabby, immature, over-eager Robin. 


But to be fair, once we got the approval from 
Dan and DC, I started thinking about how 0 
written Batman into a bit of my GREEN ARROW 
run, yet said in many an interview, “I don't 
wanna write a Batman story ever; it’s fun to use 
What a 
stupid thing to say. Why limit yourself when it 


him as a supporting player instead.” 


came to the single most interesting superhero 
ever created? Why not try to write the best 
Batman story you could? 


No - that’s not CACOPHONY. 


By series’ end, I realized it wasn’t the best 
Batman story I could write; nor was it Walt’s 
finest hour. By the time we were finished, I saw 
CACOPHONY for what it was: a dress rehearsal 
for the best Batman story I could write/ 
Walt could draw. It was a warm-up. Quentin 
Tarantino (yeah, I’m dropping names) once told 
me that he wanted to do another martial arts 
flick after the Kill Bill films because by the time 
those flicks were done, he’d learned how to do it. 
His logic was “Now I’ve got all this expertise in 


the field. Why not put it to use immediately?” 


So the three issues of CACOPHONY gave birth 
to a twelve-issue maxi-series that Walt and I are 
working on now, for release this fall. Entitled 
BATMAN: THE WIDENING GYRE, it is, for 
sure, the best Batman story either of us can do. 
Meantime, ‘til that hits the stands? Please 
enjoy the second-best Batman story me and 
Walt could tell. 


eË y 
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THE RATIONALE WAS THAT 

1 NOBODY EVER WANTS TO 
2 | BREAK IN TO ARKHAM. 
- - Å - 
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LONGTIME FRONT GATE 
GUARDS SAM JENNINGS 
ANP ROY KELLY WERE 
FORCED TO LOOK FOR 
WORK IN A JOB MARKET 
THAT HAS LITTLE USE FOR 
فصو‎ EMPLOYEES OVER FIFTY. 
pal —— 


Ro — то wasan eso; =‏ سو سوا 
еке Наска, ао | а и‏ سا 


тт | туз эту PEN SKI en mn a а р, 

тетт ШЕЛ) وم‎ CR E E موم سه سه‎ 

Ме Ipin smp, ТЕМЕ SON тур ШЕМ سح‎ | _-, | 
li Фото АНИТА pax sapan m m ee 


A cabal 


ROY, HOWEVER--ALWAYS 
THE MORE INDUSTRIOUS 
OF THE TWO--TOOK OUT 
AN АР IN THE GOTHAM 
GAZETTE’S PERSONALS 
SECTION THAT RAN EVERY 
DAY FOR TWO MONTHS. 





RR 
Æ. 


po A 


ааа BENEFITS КАМ OUT, 
SAM FILED FOR 
GOVERNMENT 
ASSISTANCE. 


HIS WIFE--NOW 
FORCED ТО USE 

FOOD STAMPS AT 

En BENE zi» NEIGHBORHOOD 
ЕИ 2UPERMAFKET -- 
е REGULARLY BERATES 
SAM FOR BRINGING 
HER 50 LOW. 


эхлэн шил ян ааа оро числ NEAN 
laca — —— төселе 
aud СИРИН A CN 
өт" PCR سن‎ Ї! со 2; я : 
mmo temm ру > шет Es cet | 
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meraj > 


Гај 

ЕСЫ SECURITY GUARD SEEKS 

е EMPLOYMENT OR OTHER” 
vun THE DIEN: KEAP. 


“THIRTY YEARS' EXPERIENCE 
IN THE WORLD’S MOST 
DANGEROUS AND SECURE 
PENAL INSTITUTION. INQUIRIES 
CONTACT BOX 1145” 





LAST WEEK, HE FINALLY 
GOT THE CALL HE'P HOPED 
WOULD EVENTUALLY COME. 


ROY USED HIS 
EARNINGS TO MOVE 
TO BATA, MEXICO. 





PROFITS ON BOOZE ANP LOOSE WOMEN 
FOR THE REMAINPER OF HIS DAYS. 


TWO PAYS AGO, ROY 20/17 THIRTY 
YEARS’ WORTH OF ARKHAM ACCESS 
CODES, SHIFT DETAILS, FLOOR 
PLANS, ANP VARIOUS OTHER INSIPER 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE ASYLUM FOR 
TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. 


AD 











IF ТР KNOWN YOU 
WERE COMING, 1'p've | е 
РОМЕ МУ НАР. OR I'VE GOT 
AT LEAST PUT ON A GREEN ONE, 
MY MERKIN. NATCH. THE CURTAINS 
“| HAVE TO MATCH 
THE DRAPES, AS 
THEY SAY. 






THEY'VE GOT THIS 19 THE SAME 
YOU LOCKED ИР STUFF THEY MADE THE 
GOOD AND POPE-MOBILE OUT OF, 
TIGHT, HUH? I’M TOLD--ONLY 
THICKER. 


I MISS THE 
BARS. BUT THROW 
ONE MEASLY PIECE 

OF POO АТ A GUARD, 
AND SUDDENLY IT'S 
ALL BULLET-PROOF Æ 

GLASS FOR 

OUR HERO. 


"COURSE, 
THE РОО 
DIP HAVE 


RAZOR BLADES 


TO WHAT 
РО I OWE 
THE PLEASURE 
OF THIS 
LATE-NIGHT 

POP-IN? A 


WL AMAL < 


§ 










ум 
НЕКЕ ТО 

KILL YOU, 

LAUGHING- 







WELL, 
THAT'LL SAVE 
ME FROM HAVING TO 


BOY. 








FINISH THIS KNEE- 
SLAPPER. 


ANN 








THAT'S ONE 


OF MY 
FAVORITES.( I DON’T 
DOUBT |T. 
LOOK, FLOYD-- 
I HATE TO BE THAT 
GUY AND ALL, BUT YOU 
MIND SHARING THE 
\ REASON YOU WANNA 
IT’S NOTHING DO ME DIRTY? 
PERSONAL. GOT A CALL N 
TWO WEEKS AGO FROM A 
PARENT WHOSE KID YOU 
KILLED, LOOKING FOR 
SOME PAYBACK. 


AT FIRST, 
I WAS ALL ФЕТ 
TO TURN HIM DOWN, 
CONSIDERING YOU'RE A 
PRETTY HARD MARK 
BUT I'VE TO REACH. 
GOT ۵ SOFT SPOT 
FOR THE PARENTS OF 
MURDERED CHILDREN-- 
BEING ONE M’SELF--SOI 
TOOK THE COMMISSION. 
EVEN GAVE HIM A 
DISCOUNT RATE. 90 I GUESS 
IT /£ KINDA 
PERSONAL. 


YOU'RE THE PROVERBIAL 
WHORE-WITH-A-HEART- 
O*-GOLD, FLOYD. YOU DO KNOW 


THAT I RARELY KILL 
CHILDREN, RIGHT? 


THIS WASN'T 
а КІР-КІР. HIGH 
SCHOOLER. GOT 
TWEAKED OUT ON 
| “CHUCKLES” AND THREW 
\ HIMSELF OFF THE 
CAFETERIA ROOF 
DURING LUNCH. 


KID WENT 
FROM BROWN- 
BAGGIN’ IT TO 
BOPY-BAGGIN’ 


BUT, PRAY 
чи нин? М/2Е. TELL: WHAT'S 


“CHUCKLES”? 


THEY DON’T 
LET YOU READ 
THE PAPERS JUST THE 
IN HERE? COMICS SECTION. 
EXCEPT “FAMILY CIRCUS.” 
THEY TAKE THAT STRIP 
OUT ‘CAUSE IT TENDS TO 
RILE UP SOME OF THE THE 
MORE...TOUCHY ONES THAT 
INMATES. LIKE TO TOUCH 
CHILDREN, I 
MEAN. 






you 
REMEMBER 
MAXIE ZEUS? 


| WAS THAT LIKE “MARY WORTH"? 






‘CAUSE I NEVER READ THAT 
SOAP-OPERA-Y CRAP. 


“FOR BETTER ! L^ 
OR FOR WORSE” | 

GRINDS MY vage 

GEARS, TOO. f ENOT A соме. 

| a 7? 

ERIME LORD. ACC 


WAIT--YOU MEAN 
TIN THe GOTHAM | 
IN THE G АМ / 
UNDERWORLD? ane ONE. 


WELL, HE FOUND 
AN OLD CACHE OF 
YOUR JOKER VENOM 
LAST TIME YOU GOT PUT 
AWAY AND STARTED 
CUTTING IT WITH 
ECSTASY. 







APPARENTLY, 
IF YOU DILUTE THE 
DOSAGE, YOUR POISON 
GIVES A GREAT HIGH. 


NOW THAT 15 CLASSIC JOKER 

RIGHT THERE: A GUY’S MAKING A 

FORTUNE OFF SOME POISON 
YOU CREATED... 


THAT TWO- AND WHAT’S 


B/T CARPET- 
222470» м 
RUINING MY f 
GOOD NAME! PEOPLE'RE GETTING 
y AN UNHEALTHY KICK 
FROM YOUR POISON 
NOW, INSTEAD OF 
DROPPING РЕАР 
INSTANTLY. 


JOKER 
VENOM'S 
SUPPOSED TO 
BE FEARED, NOT 
“ROCKED” ATA 
"КЕФФЕК“! 


HA. 
YOU AREA 
COMEDIAN. 


DO МЕ 
4 SOLID AND 
STEP AWAY FROM 

THE GLASS, PLEASE. 
I WANT YOU IN ONE 
PIECE WHEN I EMPTY 

TWO CLIPS IN 

YOUR HEAD. 


THEY CALL IT "CHUCKLES"--ON ACCOUNT 


OF IT’S AGIGGLY HIGH, TOO, APPARENTLY. 


PEOPLE LOVE A DRUG THAT MAKES 
‘EM STUPID. 


STUFF CAUGHT ON IN THE CLUBS 
FIRST, THEN SPREAD OUT INTO THE 


SUBURBS. SIDE EFFECTS ARE PRETTY NASTY, 
AS YOU MIGHT IMAGINE: LOCKJAW, PARANOIA, 


PSYCHOSIS. BUT WHEN’VE DANGEROUS 
SIDE EFFECTS EVER STOPPED FOLKS 
ч FROM DOING DRUGS? 


IT’S BECOME PRETTY 


POPULAR--AT LEAST IN GOTHAM. Ү 
LAST MONTH, TIME CALLED IT “THE 


WORST DRUG EPIDEMIC SINCE 
CRACK IN THE LATE ‘805.” 





IF IT’S ANY CONSOLATION, SOME 
FOLKS ARE OVERDOSING ON 
“CHUCKLES” TOO. 50, Y’KNOW-- 
YOU'RE STILL KINDA RACKING 
UP THE BODY COUNT. 










UP AND АТ 
“ЕМ. BRAINS ФО 
SPLAT "ЕМ. 





WON'T BE ` 

NEEDING THE 
TRANG DARTS 
ANYMORE. 
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NO VISITORS 
IN SIX MONTHS, 
AND NOW TWO 
IN ONE NIGHT! 
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WHEN IT 
1 RAINS, IT 
POURS! 
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GONNA TAKE 

A PEEK AND 

SEE WHERE 
HE'S АТ. 


~ 
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| KEE-RIST 
| ALMIGHTY... | 





е ۵ SIMPLE 
ОН, МАМ-- “NO” WOULD 
THERE'S А MURDER SUFFICE. 
OF COPS OUT THERE! 


YOU GOTTA GIMME 
А PIECE! 


LOOK, CAN 
YOU SHUT UP Y 
FOR A SECOND? 
I CAN'T THINK 
WITH ALL YOUR 
CHATTER. 


OH--I GET 
IT NOW: YOU'VE 
GOT ONE OF 
THOSE CLOWN 
FETISHES. Æ 


WELL, 
ALL RIGHT. 
BUT LISTEN, 
sLappy--1 | 
BOTTOM FROM 
THE TOP, 
OKAY? 

















JUST DO ME А FAVOR 
AND DON'T EVER 
TELL TETCH. 









| MIDGET’S BEEN 
TRYING TO GET 
ME TO DO THIS 
FOR YEARS NOW, 
AND I TOLD HIM 
I DON’T SWING 










SEDUCED AND ҮҮ? 
ABANDONED. ДИ, 









PURITYFROMRELEASE 
OFBANALLIVESTHEY 








я ON 











CAN'TCLEANSETHEIR 
ITWITHOUTTHE 
GLASSESANYMORETHE 
GLASSESSOICANSEE 
MYSELFREFLECTEDIN 
THEIRARTIFICIAL GAZES... 


BEGGINGMETO 
BAPTISETHEM 
ANEWINTHE 
LITURGYOFTHEKNIFE 
ANDBLOOD... 


MINDTOOCLUTTERED 
/ GOTTATAKEMY MEDICINE... 


NEED...NEED TO... 
HONOR THE DEAD... 
WITH SOME MARKS... 








> | This ABOMINATION. 


NO ROOM..NO SPACE < ` ВЕТТЕК, „СТ 

LEFT..ON THE CANVAS С^, CAREFUL та 

OF MY FLESH... Æ 
x S 

e fi 


The siek W 
degenerate. N 








Insfead, I crash 
22252 5 unholy 


brisé. 
Baruch haba, 
SCUMBAG. 





OF all the lunatics 
I ved my life 
putting down... Ё 





B This oneI | 
N hate the most: 


EH 

















Т AM CHARON, 
THE FERRYMAN! 
I AM MICHAEL, THE 
ARCHANGEL! I АМ 
SHIVA, THE GOD 
OF DEATH! I AM 
SAMHAIN! 





SY 


ТЕТІ 


I offer a silent apology | 
то the vielims I tailed Á 
To protect from 
anofher madman. 











и 


| | No--not үйе” 
VICTIMS. PEOPLE 7 people who somehow 


ZA found one another in an 
otherwise horrible world. 


\ | Like my 
W| PARENTS. 
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[| tonight, Я | 4 
| / 1 

| най : 


FLY AWAY, 
BATMAN! 
| 








ly 





гм JUST FIBBING 
ТО HIM, KID. I'VE 
GOTTA KILL YOU 
AND YOUR SISTER. 
ONLY ‘CAUSE Т 
LOVE YOU $O 
MUCH. 


THIS’LL 
ONLY STING 
FORA 
SECOND... 





ГЭ 
YOU HEAR 
ME?! GET QUTA 
HERE OR I SEND 
THESE KIDS TO 
MEET THEIR 
PARENTS! 
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art breaks 
children. 
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| | The monster сан? | 
ТҮ Aur? you now. 4 





25452 |6 RESTRAINED 
ОМ THE SECOND FLOOR. 
HE'LL REQUIRE MEDICAL 
ATTENTION. 


A THE COMMISSIONER'S | 
LOOKING FOR S 
YOU, SIR. 


COMING 
THROUGH! 





HAPPENED ABOUT 
AN HQUR AGO. NO SIGN 
OF HIM. WE DON'T 
KNOW HOW HE GOT 
QUT YET. 


THAT’S 
THE THING: 7 
NOBODY’S DEAD. | 
WELL, EXCEPT 
ONE. 


DOZEN GUARDS 
AND PERSONNEL 
SHOT UP WITH 
TRANQUILIZER 
DARTS AND 
DEADSHOT’S 

BODY;‏ کد 


"THEY JUST LOADED HIM 
ЇМТО THE MEAT WAGON. M.E. 
TRIED TO GET HIS OUTFIT 


OFF HIM, BUT IT’S RIGGED 

| WITH SOME KINDA SEALANT. 
V YEAM. ` - 
/ Looks Like VT — 







| SOMEBODY | 







NEAREST ( 
WE САМ FIGURE 
|6 7 
BROKE IN ТО BUST 
THE CLOWN OUT, 
AND THEN THE 
JOKER TURNED 


























WHERE’S 
DEADSHOT? 





“THEY’RE GONNA TRY 
TO CUT HIM OUT OF HIS 
COSTUME AT THE MORGUE 
1 FOR THE AUTOPSY.” 




















А 
E) == - یت‎ NOW N 
/777777777 UNLOCK YOUR 

MASK BEFORE I 
BEAT YOU INTO 
A COMA. 


Y 
ALL DESIGNED $O 
УОЦ CAN PLAY 
THE KEVLAR POSSUM |F 
FACEPLATE. YOU'RE SHOT. 
N CLEVER. 8 N Æ 


BITE-ACTIVATED 
LOCKING MECHANISM. u SCORE 
INTERESTING. — ГЕС ONE FOR 


THE GREAT MOUSE 
т DETECTIVE. 


WHAT THE 
HELL DID YOU - 
ро, LAWTON?! WHY 14 
DID YOU BREAK THE 
JOKER OUT OF 
ARKHAM?! 


І WASN'T THERE 
TO BREAK HIM OUT, I 


OTHER GUY SHOWED 
UP AND STARTED 
SHOOTING AT ME! 








WITH TWIN DESERT 
EAGLES! 


A 


HE FOUND OUT I 
BEAT HIM TO 
THE JOKER! 


WHY'VE WE 
STOPPED? 
YOU'RE NOT 
GONNA JUST 
LET ME Go, 

ARE YOU? 













THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN 





Ø 
HA-HA. в 


ABOUT THE 
EXTENT OF 


ОН, YES. МО 


BEHOLD 
THE DIVINE 
POWER QF 

THE MIGHTY 


$O WE'VE SEEN 

THE END OF THe 

! а -WEARING 
AND THAT S Maxie ZEUS 
ТИЕМ? 


LOOK, I GET IT: ТҮР НАР SOME PRETTY 
PUBLIC EXTENDED PSYCHOLOGICAL BREAK- 
DOWNS. I CAN'T HIDE FROM THE РАСТ THAT 

EVERY NEWS STATION IN TOWN HAS FOOTAGE 

OF ME RUNNING AROUND LOOKING LIKE 

LOOKING LIKE BRAD PITT IN “TROY”, 


BUT THAT’S ALL BEHIND 
ME NOW. TWO YEARS AGO, Т 
FINALLY GOT THE HELP I NEEDED. 
ГМ ON PRESCRIBED MEDICATION TO 
STABILIZE MY DIAGNOSED BIPOLAR 
DISORDER. THE DEMENTIA’S GONE, 
THE ILLUSIONS OF GRANDEUR 
ARE GONE 


I'VE PAID MY 
DEBTS TO SOCIETY, 
20 TO SPEAK, AND 
NOW I JUST WANNA 


MORE SANDALS FOR 
ME. IT’S ONLY EIGHTEEN 


CONTINUE BUILDING THE 
COMPANY I LET SLIP 
AWAY WHILE I WAS 


1 HUNDRED DOLLAR BERLUTIS | 


FROM HERE ON OUT. 


اس 


ГЭ 
MAXIE ZEUS 
19 DEAD, BUT 
MAXIMILIAN ZEUS-- 
THE SHIPPING MAGNATE 
WITH THE LEGITIMATE 2 
BUSINESS--I5 VERY 
MUCH ALIVE 
AND WELL. 


| سي 


NOT ALL OF YOUR 
= 7 


BUSINESS VENTURES ARE 
LEGITIMATE, MR. ZEUS. 
HOW РО YOU ADDRESS 

THE ACCUSATIONS THAT 

YOU'RE BEHIND THE 
MULTIMILLION-DOLLAR 
“CHUCKLES” 
EPIDEMIC? 


BATTLING MENTAL 
ILLNESS. 


I THINK IT’S TRAGIC THAT IN THIS, THE 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY, THERE’S STILL 
RAMPANT ETHNIC DISCRIMINATION. I’M A 
GREEK--A FOREIGNER--SO NATURALLY, 

I MUST BE UP TO МО GOOD. 


MEN RUN THIS COUNTRY, THE 
POLITICIANS AND THE MEDIA WILL 
ALWAYS OFFER UP A BOGEYMAN WITH 
AN ACCENT OR A DARKER SKIN TONE 
AS THE SCAPEGOAT FOR EVERY 
PROBLEM THEY CAN’T OR 

ОМТ FIX THEMSELVES. 


THEY FOSTER 
MISTRUST AND HATRED, 


THEY HAVE TO FUEL FEAR, YOU 
ФЕЕ--ФО THEY CAN KEEP ALL 
OF US FROM ADDRESSING THE 
REAL PROBLEMS AT THE 
VOTING BOOTHS. 





OCCAM’S RAZOR 
TELLS US THAT THE 
SIMPLEST SOLUTION 
16 ALWAYS THE 
BEST, YES? 


|| RUMORS THAT 


WELL, BASED ON THAT, 
WHO РО YOU THINK |6 
BEHIND A DESIGNER DRUG 
SYNTHESIZED FROM A 
TOXIN CREATED BY 
THE JOKER? 


ALL I CAN 
DO 16 MAKE 

THE DIFFERENCES 
I CAN MAKE--TO 

SHOW GOTHAM, 
AND THE WORLD, 

THAT Г/М NOT A 
Ц PRUG LORD; IM А 
С PHILANTHROPIST. 


WHAT WILL 
YOU РО TO 
DISPEL THE 


YOU'RE THE 
“CHUCKLES” 


STILL DIDN'T GET 
TO THE TALK ABOUT 
| OLYMPUS AND WHAT 
5 AHOT-SPOT IT’S 
کې‎ BECOME. 


7 IE 
YES, YES. 
I'M SORRY--WE’VE 
JUST HAV SOMETHING 


THAT’S WHY I FUNDED THE PARTHENON-- 
THE STATE-OF-THE-ART ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL IN MIDTOWN. PRIVATE 
SCHOOL EDUCATIONS AT PUBLIC 
SCHOOL PRICES. MY NEPHEW 
EVEN GOES THERE! 


WE’RE BUILDING SHARP, 
YOUNG MINDS WHO'LL GROW UP 
AND CHANGE THE SYSTEM ONE DAY. 
WHEN THESE KIDS ARE ADULTS, 
THEY’LL MAKE RACISM AND FEAR- 
MONGERING A THING OF THE 
PAST--YOU WATCH. 


























ТИВ WAPPEN?T WHEN 
| 21 El 
DID HE ESCAPE?! NO 5335-42) 
HOW’D HE GET HEAR ME?! АМР 
IN HERE?! ESPECIALLY NO 
NOBODY KNOWS, и SS BATMAN! 
SIR. BUT ALL THE KIDS VM — ше; N 
QUIETLY ЕИ D-- Р, 5 , 
EXCEPT FOR YQUR 7» ` WANT N 
NEPHEW’S CLASS. ОР THAT... 


Em 


"HE SAYS ME 2 QN IPON'T 
V WANTS You.” : | N N KNOW WHAT 
j a 4 171 | YOU'RE TALKING 


BOUT, 





у Он, 
THAT’S RICH, 
COMING FROM 
THE PRUG Ð 
PEDDLER. RUN ALONG Z= 
NOW, LI'L AESOP. 
TVE GOTTA HAVE 
A WORD WITH 
YOUR UNCLE. 


A MAN WORKS HIS WHOLE LIFE TO BUILD A 
REPUTATION FOR MAYHEM AND MURDER, 
AND THEN SOME TWO-BIT WANNABE 
HOOD WITH THE WORST GIMMICK THIS 
SIDE OF CALENDAR MAN CHEAPENS 
Не BEST EFFORTS TO LEAVE 
BEHIND ALEGACY! 


m 
“Он, 1 KNOW! 

I'LL MAKE YET 
ANOTHER РОРЕУ 
DESIGNER DRUG TO 
GOOFY-UP THE MASSES, 
BECAUSE NOBODY’S 
EVER THOUGHT OF 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THAT BEFORE 
UH-DOYYYYYY!” 


WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA, 
YOU THIEVING, OILY 
GOAT-LOVER?! 


qo I’M GONNA NS 
TAKE IT ALL, 
ONASSIS! 
STARTING 
Шә WITH YOUR 
M WORTHLESS, 


WHAT EXACTLY DID I SAY TO 
YOU BEFORE THEY LOCKED 
МЕ UP IN CAMP HAPPY 
THE LAST TIME? 


YOU ASKED 
ME TO RANDOMLY 

JOKERIZE GOTHAMITES 

ON APRIL FIRST SO THAT 
BATMAN WOULD PUZZLE | 
OVER WHETHER YOU WERE 

AT LARGE OR NOT AND 

BE FORCED TO COME 

TO ARKHAM TO 
SEE YOU. 


AT WHICH 
TIME YOU 
WERE GONNA 





BUT APRIL FOOL'S DAY e 
SIMPLE CAME AND WENT, AND BUT JOKER, 
INSTRUCTIONS, ^ GUESS WHAT? I GOT NO C’MON--THIS 15 зо 
MAXIE. VERY SIMPLE. VISIT FROM THE ВАТ! | MUCH BETTER! WE'VE 
AMYGDALA COULD'VE INSTEAD OF DOING LIKE THE Ч GOT AN EMPIRE NOW-- 
FOLLOWED THOSE , I ASKED, YOU WENT AND AL PACINO WITH A LEGITIMATE FACE! 
INSTRUCTIONS. TURNED YOURSELF SCARFACE, AND HALE OF THAT 
: INTO SCARFACE! A NOT THE GUY 18 YOURS! 
А WITH THE | 
S PUPPET. 


I KNOW. 1 4 =) WALK 
AND FOR RUINING = VN. ` WITH ME, 
YOUR APRIL FOOL'S MY SOUVLAKI- 
Р SLURPING 

FRIEND. 


AND 
TO ONE DAY 


AND DEFILE HIS 
CARCASS 
SEXUALLY. 





ABOUT THAT 


STUFF. 
20 ALL THE 8 
MONEY YOU'RE ^ M 20 I GUESS Ñ 
MAKING OFF МУ WHAT I'M 
CREATION 7 / SAYING 16... 
INTEREST ME. THE Ди ` 
POWER, THE GLORY, F | WELL, 
THE LEG/TIMACY THAT | YOU'RE NOT 
SEEMS TO MAKE YOU MY FRIEND 
FEEL LIKE SUCH 7 | ANYMORE. 
A BIG BOY? | | 1 














WITH ALL DUE 
RESPECT, MY OLD 
FRIEND--YOU DON'T 

WANNA GO TO WAR WITH 
ME NOW. Ги CRUSH 
YOU LIKE A BUG. 





у [ = 
AND T'LL CRUSH YOU لل‎ = 
1 


راه ما نه 


AFP er 
EP ||] 2 


| Y 


% 


<= 
ха 








cover by ANDY KUBERT 


1 و‎ WIRED FOR SOUND 


ip quem s 


AS IN EVERY MAJOR 
CITY, FRIDAY NIGHTS IN 
GOTHAM BELONG TO Қ) 
THE CLUB CROWD. 


COCAINE ANP SPEED FIND 

| | NO TAKERS IN CLUB OLYMPUS 
LATELY. "CHUCKLES"--THE 

| METHAMPHETAMINE DERIVED 
FROM THE JOKER'S OWN 
"VENOM”--RULES THE PAY. 


BUT (772 NOT JUST “CHUCKLES” 
THAT'S DRAWING THE CROWD 
TONIGHT. WORLP-RENOWNEP DT 
MITE /2 BACK IN TOWN AFTER 
A MASSIVE EUROPEAN TOUR. 


Шинэ 77 i 
АМР GOTHAM WILL ALWAYS 
CELEBRATE ITS OWN... 


WHAT THE ADORING, 
INEBRIATED CROWD 
DOESN'T KNOW IS THAT 
DI MITES BODY WAS 
JUST FOUND IN HIS 
"| HOTEL BATHROOM BY A 
MAIP WHO CAME FOR 
TURN-DOWN SERVICE. 





EVEN IN THE MIDST OF ۸ N 
GANG WAR BETWEEN THIS CLUB'S | 
OWNER--MAXIE ZEUS--AND THE 
URBAN TERRORIST KNOWN ONLY 
AS THE JOKER, GOTHAMITES 


| SHRUG OFF ANY POSSIBLE THREAT 


TO THEIR WELL-BEING IN FAVOR 
OF SURRENPERING TO THE LESSER 
NATURE OF THEIR ANGELS. 


THAT IT" MANUFACTURED 
AND DISTRIBUTED BY THE СТИВ“ 
OWNER DOESN'T DICTATE THE 
DEMAND; GOTHAM 12 IN THE THROES 
OF А LOVE AFFAIR WITH “CHUCKLES.” 


ESPECIALLY IF THEY 
PROP THE PHAT 
BEATS ANP SPORT A 


HIS HEAP WAS LOCATED 
А HALF HOUR LATER ВУ 
THE POLICE, STUFFED 
IN THE MINI-BAR. 





I BRING YOU` 
FIRE FROM 
OLYMPUS! 





ә 
V 
S 
N 
^t © 
Re 7 


( 





Æ b. d | Уу 





رتا 
7 < 
CONVERSELY, THE INA Y‏ 
JOKER DOESN'T ٢ D YAN :‏ 
THINK AT ALL. 3 au;‏ 
үт K ке: НЕ MERELY MIXES‏ 
Vag < A | NEW ORDER ТО‏ | 
(QUID / THE SCREAMS‏ | 
N 020 | OF THE CROWD.‏ 
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В THE TWINS 
M DIDN'T Like 





I HATE that Y 
stupid hammer. Ñ 





سو 


THIS GANG | 
WAR ENDS 
NOW. 


YOU'RE N 
GOING BACK 
TO ARKHAM, 

CLOWN. ? 


SU...SUPER- 
VILLAIN... 





Whole place is burnin 
down around us, an 


vackass wants fo FLA 




















ЫС 
f; 
Ж 












фе 4 Е 
ith one Va DOWN and The next cem yeu 
no audi ble ХИНА, ` APE в gam be... 
سک‎ — ъа 
They're running ouf 
С of GIMMICKS and 
KINKS, these idiofs... 
\ ne Е 954 
«4 
N ) fs Æ 
B $ ý | | 
=, ٩ 
7 Ø 
4 | | 
\ 
7 — — 
Á | HELL have plenty of 
time to think НА new 
| one in 775 
— N к 
m Y шин 
BP د‎ шир 
\ j Ж 
w À 
‚ 
4 













Blood loss... Keep it 
is starting fo (А Together, 
Jet fo me... Bruce... 





л ||| ræ у ) 
SW ле | 4 
7 THE cave. LATER. 


EVER WANTED 
ТО TRIPLE THE 
WAYNE FORTUNE, 
MASTER 


ALL YOU’D NEED 
РО 12 INVEST 
IN ASUTURE 


COMPUTER: 
PULL UP THE 
FILES ON STAR 
CITY MASKED 


ANOTHER 
ОР 06 
UPSTANDING 

CITIZENS? 


THIS ONE’S NOT 
GOTHAM-BASED. 

I DON’T KNOW WHO 
НЕ 15. ALL TVE GOT ОМ 
HIM 12 THAT HE ТИЕР ТО 
KILL CONNOR HAWKE, 
THE SECOND GREEN 
ARROW. 


FURTHER 
PROOF THAT МО 
LEAGUER SHOULD 
EVER LET SOMEONE 
ELSE ASSUME 
THEIR MANTLE. 
ГМ SURE 
JEAN PAUL 
VALLEY WOULD 
BE HEARTBROKEN 
TO HEAR YOU SAY 
THAT, SIR. 


HE ALSO KILLED 
TWO LESSER- 
KNOWN VIGILANTES 
IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


20 SOMEONE 
HAS A FILE ON HIM, 
THEN, THAT WOULD 

INCLUDE HIS IDENTITY 
OR AT LEAST 
A NAME? 


NO--I PUT THAT 
TOGETHER MYSELF, 
WHEN I MATCHED THE 
BALLISTICS IN THE 
KILLINGS OF VIRAGO 
AND BUCKEYE TO THE 
SLUGS THEY PULLED 
FROM CONNOR. 


HOW DID 


YOU ACCESS 
THE CONNOR 
HAWKE 
SLUGS? 


I LIBERATED 
THEM FROM 
STAR CITY GENERAL 
SHORTLY AFTER 
THE INCIDENT. 


YOU MOST 
DEFINITELY 
NEED AHOBBY, 
MASTER 





ФО WE'RE 
TO ASSUME, THEN, 
THAT THE JOKER 16 
ІМ COLLUSION 
WITH THIS HERO- 
KILLER? 


ГМ NOT SURE. 

WE COULD JUST VIEW 
HIS SUDDEN APPEARANCE 
AT THE CLUB AS NOTHING 
MORE THAN FORTUITOUS 
TIMING FROM WHICH THE 

JOKER BENEFITED. 


TVE GOT ` WHAT DO VIRAGO, 
ANOTHER BUCKEYE, GREEN 

THEORY, | ARROW AND I HAVE 
ALFRED. IN COMMON? 


BUT A NORMAL 

PERSON SUCH 

AS YOURSELF, 
SIR... 


AND I USE 
THE TERM 
“NORMAL” VERY 
LOOSELY... 


WE’RE ALL 
NON-METAHUMANS, 
COMMITTED TO THE 
FIGHT FOR JUSTICE. ЇР YOU 
HARBORED FANTASIES OF 
HERO-KILLING, YOU'D HAVE ж 
LITTLE HOPE OF TAKING 
DOWN SUPERMAN OR 
WONDER WOMAN. 


EVERYONE KNOWS 
THAT, WHEN THE 
JOKER'2 AT LARGE, 
114. CONCENTRATE 
ALL MY EFFORTS ON 
зайг ENG 
IM. 


$O MAYBE 
BREAKING THE 
JOKER QUT OF 
ARKHAM WAS THIS 
MANIAC’S WAY 
OF DANGLING 
BAIT. 


Г/М BEING 
HUNTED. 


sil 


I WANT YOU 
TO KEEP TIM AS 
FAR AWAY FROM 
THIS AS POSSIBLE, 
ALFRED. KEEP HIM IN 
THE PARK ON THIS 
ONE. BECAUSE IF 
MY THEORY |S 
CORRECT... 


BUT IF HE 
MATCHES THE 
DESCRIPTION DEAD- 
SHOT GAVE YOU FROM 
THE ARKHAM BREAK-IN AND 
HE STOPPED YOU FROM 
PUTTING DOWN THE 
JOKER THIS EVENING, WE 
MUST SURMISE THE 
PAIR ARE WORKING 
TOGETHER, DO 
WE NOT? 


«WOULD 
MAKE FOR A 
CONCEIVABLE 
TARGET. 








пра 
77 
1121 = 
ИД тие мех 
M] NIGHT... 


THE 1 
РЈ WAS 
FAMOUS 
FOR WEARING 
A MASK, 


THE DI 
WAS FAMOUS 
FOR WEARING A 
MASK, OH MIGHTY 
ZEUS. WHEN HE WAS 
LOADING IN AT THE 
CLUB, THE BOYS 
DIDN’T THINK 
ANY THING 


ME ONLY BY 


MY HOLY NAME, | 
MORTAL! 1 
æ 


HOW 
2 COULDST THOU 
ALLOW THIS 
GREEK TRAGEDY ТО —S J 


BEFALL THE MIGHTY 
ZEUS?!? 


; А FABLE, THOU 
OFFERS МЕ! WE 
ARE ENTRENCHED 
IN BATTLE WITH THE 
FORCES OF TARTARUS, 
AND THOU THINKS 
| NOT TO UNMASK 
THE FIEND BEFORE HE 
ASCENDS MOUNT 
OLYMPUS! 


TO THY 
CARELESSNESS, 
PARADISE LIES 
IN RUINS! 



















WHY DOESN’T “THOU” USE YOUR ` 
“GODLY POWERS” TO SMITE HIM, 
THEN, JACKASS? 
WHAT WAS ~ N 
ТИАТ?/? DOST THOU 
BLASPHEME?!? Ӯ! 


I SAID, WHAT’S 
OUR NEXT MOVE, OH 
MIGHTY ZEUS? 





PERSEUS NOT 
SLAIN THE 
BEAST LONG AGO, 
THE MIGHTY ZEUS 
WOULD COMMAND 
POSEIDON ТО LET 
LOOSE THE 6 
ON THIS RANK 
ISLAND OF 
MORTALS. 











KRAKEN 12 
мути Оба 
У GICAL 
HE MEAN THE FIGURE. СЕТО IS 
KRAKEN? 7 Јака THE GREEK 


VERSION. 


BUT IN “CLASH OF 
THE TITANS”... 





' I WAS 
THEY MADE SAYING IT’S 
ALOT OF STUFF UP TOUGH TO WAGE 
FOR THAT MOVIE. LIKE WAR ON THE JOKER | 
4 THE MECHANICAL Because, UNLIKE тне № 
` BUBO’S OWL. MIGHTY ZEUS, HE 
NOT REAL? HAS NO BASE OF 
OPERATIONS. Y 
рире-- 4 
Boa NONE OF : NONSENSE! à Å 
al THAT CRAP’S I TARTARUS SLITHERS S 
A THROUGH HIS LAIR OF THE YES, WELL... 
A _ 4 SAME МАМЕ, BENEATH 










WE SENT OUR 
HADES! MEN TO HADES, 
AND...UH...IT’S 
NOT THERE > 
ANYMORE. 


WHAT 
DOST THOU 
WHISPER ІМ МУ 
MIDST? 








HADES IS NO 


TARTARUS, YES. V WHILE THE MIGHTY zeus Y 


LET THINE ARMIES ENJOYS SOME DIVERSIONS 
WORRY ABOUT OF A MORE...SAPPHIC 
TARTARUS FOR ти 


TONIGHT... 


7 Listen, ` 
MIGHTY ZEUS-- | 
\ WHY DON'T... 4 


DOST NOT. 


SOME REST, 
AND LET THINE 
ARMIES HUNT 


А THE JOKER... 


TARTARUS. Ж 





ES т У —W ` `‏ مسل 
"y LET us —— = = — и‏ 


— 


— DY 
НЫ” HOW POST THOU 
__( Wish THE MIGHTY 
2 ZEUS TO МЕ WITH 
WITH THE POWER THEE, LADIES? 
> ОР zeus! 1 سا‎ IN Tie 
, ٢ FORM OF A BULL? 
A SWAN? 


GOTTA GET HIM \ 


ГУЛА ( “4 TOWN "TIL WE FIND THE 


JOKER. 
BUT 2 
WHAT ABOUT T 
` Maxie? ДЕУ 
YA га 


в : HE'S FINE. GUY'L 


> L 
GRIND HIS GEARS FOR AWHILE 
AND SLEEP ‘TIL MORNING. PHIL AND 
TOM ARE ON THE BALCONY, 50 
THE PLACE |6 COVERED. 


Priv | 





ае 
ENTE 


THY 
ELICATE 
OUCHES 

PLEASETH 


21: 


үт (А 
DEAR < 


LADY--WHY 
WEAR A 


роет THOU 


VIRGINS 


ur 
Sui 
ES3z 
کح لاخ‎ 
хо 
куба 

ч 
КИЕ 
8x9 


Y 


ND 


THY GENTLE CARESSES 


МАМ... 
FOUR VIRGINS 
CALL ALL NIGHT? I 
YES...5E 
ELSEWHERE... 
UT LEAVETH - 
THY THUMB. 


B 


2 


WANNA BE А CRAZY 
DUDE WHO THINKS 4 
HE'S А GOD. Æ 

I MIGHT SUCKLE 


КО ам 


AR ч 





A 


DON’T MIND 
THE MASSIVE DOSE OF 
ANTIPSYCHOTICS... 


I JUST 
HELLO, NEED TO HAVE 
MAXIE. A LESS PIVINE 
HOPE ГМ NO DISCUSSION 
INTERRUPTING. WITH YOU. 
ч 


V “Apu N 
| = ARRANGED IT | 
` SO WE WON'T W 
( BE BOTHERED 


WHA... 
WHAT 
HAPPENED... 
WHERE... 





AESOP! 
No! 


YES-- I FIGURED IT 
I’M SORRY WAS THE SHOCK OF 
ABOUT YOUR HIS MURDER THAT 
NEPHEW. CAUSED YOUR SLIP 
BACK INTO “GOD- 
HOOD.” 


IT WAS THE 
JOKER, BATMAN! 
HE KILLED AESOP! 

HE KILLED THEM 
ALL! 


“ALL THOSE 
\ CHILDREN... 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO GIVE 
ME EVERY PIECE 

OF INFORMATION 
YOU HAVE ON 
“CHUCKLES”! EVERY 
LAB LOCATION, 
EVERY DEALER IN 
YOUR EMPLOY-- 
EVERYTHING! 


AND 
YOU'RE GOING 
ТО JAIL FOR 

THIS! NOT ARKHAM. 
BLACKGATE! 
FORLIFE! 


YES-- 
POOR LITTLE 
AESOP. 


AND IN HIS 
MEMORY, YOU'RE 
GOING TO HELP 
ME TONIGHT, 
ZEUS. 


YOU'RE 
GOING ТО HELP 
ME CATCH HIS 
KILLER. 





DID YOU REALLY THINK 
THE JOKER WOULDN'T CARE 
THAT YOU TURNED HIS 
VENOM INTO A DESIGNER 


DIED BECAUSE YOU 
INVOKED THE WRATH OF 
MADNESS INCARNATE, 


1...1 НАР ТО 


REBUILD MY EMPIRE... 
I WAS BROKE... 
RUINED... 


A AND I'VE DONE 50 
MUCH ФООР WITH SOME 
OF THE PROFITS... 


KILLING 
PEOPLE, 
ZEUS! EVERY 
OVERDOSE 
CASE |$ BLOOD 
ON YOUR 
HANDS! BUT 
THIS PLAGUE 
ENDS NOW, 

I SWEAR! 


YES, I WILL, 
IPROMISE. 
IDESERVE ТО 
BE PUNISHED. 


IT’S 
ALL... IT’S 
ALL GONE 
JUST $O 


WRONG... POOR 


LITTLE 
AESOP... Jl 


` 
SS 


...|@ IN THE 
CUSTODY THE FORMER IMPETUS FOR 


TONIGHT, AFTER SHIPPING MAGNATE , 

HAVING SURRENDERED HAS CONFESSED TO ANS WAR sean 
HIMSELF TO GOTHAM BEING THE MASTERMIND ZEUS AND THE URBAN 
2 POLICE. BEHIND THE DEADLY TERRORIST KNOWN 

DESIGNER DRUG Ai ONLY AS THE 


E “CHUCKLES”-- 


1 CHICKEN- W 
HEARTED EN 


WH 
РЕСЕА THIS "URBAN WW 
МА POO! TERRORIST” 
A CRAP START? № zeu 
Y 1 WHAT HAPPENED МА” WILL ВЕ 


IN POLICE 
CUSTODY UNTIL HE'S 
TURNED OVER TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY FOR DEBRIEFING 
ON HIS AL QAEDA 
CONTACTO IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
DRUG TRADE. 














ај МАЛИ GORDON'LL 
2/2? d 

THE 2727 KEEP HIM AT GOTHAM 

“м STUCK CENTRAL “TIL THE G-MEN 
HERE IN ONE COME FOR HIM--THAT 

OF CLAYFACE’S 


TM SURE OF. 
OLD SAFE-HOUSES 
AND HE'S GETTING WHICH 
A ONE-WAY TICKET MEANS IF I 
TO FABULOUS 
CLUB FED?!? 

















CHANCE TO 
CUT HIS 
HEART 
OUT?!? 










QUIET! 
> CAN'T 


YOU SEE ГМ 


| THIS ; 
MARKS THE END 
THINKING?! SHEESH... 


OF A COLORFUL 
CAREER IN GOTHAM CRIME 
FOR MAXIMILLIAN “MAXIE” 
ZEUS--WHO OUR OWN JAN 

WETHERS INTERVIEWED 
WEEKS AGO FOR 
“MOVERS AND 
SHAKERS.” 


yY! 
MAXIE ZEUS GOT 
ARRESTED? 


ту ГУЕ СОТ 


FRIENDS 


2 "ALL I CAN DO IS 
MAKE THE DIFFERENCES 
I CAN MAKE--TO SHOW 


WHO Y 


GOTHAM, AND THE WORLD, THAT Æ 
I'M NOT А DRUG LORD; ГМА „| 


- PHILANTHROPIST.” 


I тиоџент 
| THIS WAS А 
HAND TOWEL. 
MY BAD. 


“LOOK, 

I GET |T: I'VE 
НАР SOME PRETTY 
PUBLIC EXTENDED 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 
BREAKDOWNS.” 


THAT ецу г TOO 
INTO BEING THINGS, 
IF YOU KNOW WHAT 
E 


I ALMOST 
HATE TO 
CHARGE YOU, BUT | 
Y’KNOW--IT’S / 
а LIVING. 


Y (Те TRAGIC THAT 
IN THIS, THE TWENTY- 


FIRST CENTURY, THERE'S ! 


STILL КАМРАМТ ЕТНМС 
DISCRIMINATION. ГМА 
GREEK--A FOREIGNER-- 
SO NATURALLY, I MUST 
BE UP ТО NO 
GOOD.” 


а MASK? 
BABY, IF YOU 
WANTED TO 

PLAY PRESS-UP, 
ALL YOU HADDA 
DO WAS 
ASK. 


"I'VE PAID 
MY DEBTS TO 
SOCIETY, 20 TO 
SPEAK, AND NOW Т 
JUST WANNA CONTINUE 


| BUILDING THE COMPANY 
A ILET SLIP AWAY WHILE 


I WAS BATTLING 
MENTAL 
ILLNESS.” 





. X ۱ 
COSTUMES 
whee Tð AND FUNNY 7 WELL 
YOU LETTING YOUR MY NEXT 


YOU TOO. ЧА PLAYFUL SIDE OUT, APPOINTMENT’S 


GIGGLES | ALL OF A SUDDEN. NOT ‘TIL EIGHT, 
2 ФО IF YOU WANNA 
EXPLORE YOUR 
KINKIER SIDE, ILL 
ONLY CHARGE YOU 
HALF FOR THE 
NEXT HOUR. 


WE TAKE 
YOU NOW, LIVE, 
TO GOTHAM 
CENTAL, WHERE MAXIE 
ZEUS 12 TALKING 
TO REPORTERS 
ABOUT HIS 
SURRENDER. 











TVATT A | У та ID RATHER ROT 
? \ E 
ы моа а KNIFE: | IN JAIL THAN Фет SA 
? 7 | BABY, KILLED BY THE JOKER, 
YOURSELF IN AND I SAID 































THAT’S WHY. I’M NO 
CONFESS? KINKIER, NOT DUMMY: WITH ALL THESE 
SCARY. PUT COPS AROUND, THERE’S 


THAT... NO WAY THAT CLOWN 
CAN GET ME 











ONCE THEY 
7 TURN ME OVER 
TO THE FEDS? 
THAT FREAK’LL 
NEVER FIND 
МЕ EVER 
AGAIN. 


50, ҮЕАН-- 
Гр SAY THAT'S 
A GREAT REASON TO 
TURN MYSELF IN TO 
COMMISSIONER GORDON 
AND THE GOOD FOLKS 


AT GOTHAM 
CENTRAL. 





IN suggest leniency >. Either way, if ^ win-win: he'll ч 

at his sentencing. | likely die of old age behind bars, 

Thirty years У“ and "Chuckles" manufacturing ў" 
instead of life. Z ` ` is shut down for good. de 


Ци 


À 
Y 


à 
MN 


| N (ЕСІ 
= A little less poison ٢ 
on the streets and 
one less madman 
70 worry about. 
(еэ 
| 5 
- n = A 7 
є 





І figured the televised 
heavy police presence 
would keep him from 
Trying to get in on the 
ground floor. 


AN 
We "While you're 

5% surrounded by six 
televisions that 
sit five inches 


from your face...” 








"All tuned 70 y 
different stations...” | 
"All rapidly switching | | à | 
channels...” | 


ya 132 = 





"All with the | 
full ( 
4 


"That what 
if 2 like fo be 
the Joker.” 





Which left only one 
way for him 70 get to 
Zeus, if he wanted 
him bad enough. 


And I KNEW 
he'd want Zeus 
bad enough. 


Came 
— 


D 
a 
y 
2 
Æ 
= 
M 


Hard make The 
Joker an unfafhomable foe, 
impossible fo figure ouf. 


Na 


۷ 
ра 


A doctor af Arkham once described 
for те the Joker's state of mind. 


ng 70 solve the world’s 


"Imagine tryin 
most difficult math equation...” 


٨ 
s 4 


) 


“лл 


But for a capricious, ک٢‎ 
homicidal psychopath with | № 
ot f-the-char?s attention WWA 
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lll ЧЕ: 
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Ш 


ЕЦ ae. 


How he ever got 
the drop on JASON 
IN never know. 4 


” 
Из the dans old moves 


trom his ANCIENT playboo 
I go through the MOTIONS. À 


| 
NEW material... | 

ЇЇ 

š u AT “| 


УО 
JUST HAP ТО 
COME AFTER 
MAXIE, DIDN'T 

you? 


| 
| 





STICK THOSE Æ 
FINGERS OF Д 
YOURS?! да 


O'RE 
YOU KIPPING? 
YOU LIVE FOR 
MOMENTS LIKE x 


WHEN WE'RE АТ 
EACH OTHER'S 
THROATS! 


ГЕ! 


ШІ уу 
"GREATEST 


WHY DO I 
EVEN WASTE MY 
TIME WITH YOU 


SUCH A JOKE. 


LET ROBIN 


ANYMORE? YOU'RE HANDLE you 


INSTEAD. 


== 
WHO THE 
HELL WOULD 
YOU EVEN BE 
WITHOUT YOUR 
GREATEST 
FOE?! 


imam y» А | ШТ سب‎ 7 
4 


TIME I CONSIDERED 
YOU MY SECOND MOST 
DANGEROUS ENEMY. 
BUT YOU'VE GONE 
SOFT, CLOWN. 


V^ 
NOW IT’D 
ВЕ GENEROUS WE 
ТО LIST YOU 
AT NUMBER 
SIXTEEN. 
پا‎ 
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| 
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NOT EVEN CLEVER 
ENOUGH TO SEE ALL 
THE = 
YOU USED ТО 


PJ 
TÐ A 
= 








batman::cacophony #3 coverby ADAM Kl 


наа л а ооа چم‎ шлш aes 


art ге BAFFLES 
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ROOFTOP OF cs ‚ HEY! 

GOTHAM CENTRAL... IT’S BLAM- d 
| BLAMMY! 
| ; 





YA’ CAUGHT 


ШШШ 





WOULDN’T 
you 
LOOOOVE ТО 
ADMIRAL 29, SEE НІМ DROP 
EARNEST | 7 
ABE ОР THE 
CLENCHED t 
BROWN Т Y SOMETHING 
DIVISON! й ШК № NICE `N 
М NORMAL? 


Á 
AND HE'S 
ФОТТА WEAR 
A PAPER HAT 


STUPID LITTLE BURNED HALF 
HORNS. HER FACE OFF [А 
MAKING WAFFLE Á 
IA сомғ2, AND Е 
SHE'S ALL... 
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" 
I MAKE A TOTAL I EVEN GO $O FAR 
SHMUCK OUT OF AS TO LET LURCH 
MYSELF PLAYIN’ THINK НЕ“ USING 
IT ALL “ACE OF ME TO GET ТО 
KNAVES/HARLEQUIN ЈА YOU... 

OF HATE"-OLD s 
SCHOOL... 


$O I CAN FIRE 
THE KILL-SHOT 
MYSELF? 











2 5 killing me too, PA 
ut it was worth if. Ø 


zer 7 Ø ` 
|| Head still ringing, Va 
but ТТ pass. Ч L = 






ММ but I owe a 
bigger Thanks р) 
70 Floyd Lawton. Y 
SA aL M т 
РА 3 FE 72 
І 'borrowe 
4 technology: the secondary armor 
beneath the Kevlar headpiece, the ۹ 
blood pack liner for that Grand 4 а 
4 Guignol effect. — а ГЭЛ ^ “s 
| MAL US 
| Hate fo adopt one of V 
айл وه‎ | THEIR innovations, | 
ай but hell.. 
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7 clown’s rambling 
7 and make а meal |) 
И out of this р 
И mask-kiler. | 
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N This is for N AWA mM а 

N Buckeye. a N ААА 

N N N NN And who knows how 
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Ше NN eroes You've 

А \ Ко AN efalked and Killed. 
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FIRECRACKER! 
FIRECRACKER! 
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> He wants te = 
72-4 
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7, STINGS... 
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I know what 3 ОФА : I just CANT. 
"41258007 do... Øl ха ы У айы 


rk Í ! ы Хира. 
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NICKED LEFT | 
HIS HEART, I | 
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I DON’T GET 
HIM MEDICAL 
ATTENTION 


= 
23 IMMEDIATELY, 


HE’LL DIE. 





|| IDEA ТО USE Na 
HIM AS BAIT. 
I GOT HIM 


THINK ОР ALL THE 
HORROR HE'S PUT 
GOTHAM THROUGH! 


ч” 


Voy, TO BARBARA... 


Ur: 


к= 





INSANITY 
WOULD BE KEEPING 
HIM ALIVE, SO HE SAN 











НЕ МАРЕ HIS 
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I'M 
Pe CLAD TO SEE 
Í YOU НАМЕМТ 
| GARAGED THE 
OLD DISGUISE 
KIT. 


ГМ NEVER 
FINISH THIS 
BOOK... 


TO WHAT 
DO I OWE THIS 
UNEXPECTED 


PLEASURE? N. 
OR, AT LEAST, 
\ А CONVERSATION 
CHECKING / Ñ N DURING WHICH YOU'RE 
UP ОМ A NN АХ NOT TRYING ТО 
YOU. | \ POISON ME, HIT ME 
WITH THAT HAMMER, 
OR FEED ME ТО 


NOT SURE I'M ` \ || 
EVEN HERE. THEY VE Ју KILLER FISH. 
GOT ME DOPED UP АЦА {||| 


ON MORPHINE--NOT 
TO MENTION AN 
ASS-LOAD OF MOOD 
STABILIZERS AND 
ANTI-PSYCHOTICS. 


WHY Т/М HERE: 
I COULDN'T PAS 
UP THE CHANCE TO 
HAVE A SOMEWHAT 
RATIONAL 
CONVERSATION 
WITH YOU. 





ELL 
STRAP IT ON, 


YOU REMEMBER WHEN LUTHOR 
LED YOU AND THE OTHER HITLER 
YOUTH IN HOPES OF DESTROYING 
THE LEAGUE WITH A 
“CORPORATE TAKEOVER’? 


THERE WAS A 
MOMENT WHEN THE 
MARTIAN TELEPATHICALLY 
ORDERED YOUR THOUGHT 
PATTERNS INTO SOMETHING 
RESEMBLINGA BRIEF 
STATE OF SANITY. 


ФО, THE LAST THING 
I REMEMBER WAS 
FEELING ALL WH/TNEY 
HOUSTON IN YOUR 
ARMS WHILE YOU 
ARGUED WITH THE 
RIGHT REVEREND 
GORDON ABOUT THE 
MERITS OF KEEPING 
ME FROM SLIPPING 
LOOSE THIS 
MORTAL COIL. 





I DON’T KNOW 
WHAT YOU'RE TALKING 
ABOUT, BUT I’M TELLING 
YOU RIGHT NOW: I CAN'T 
TAKE YOU SERIOUSLY 
IN THAT GETUP. 


Г/М GUESSING 
YOUR REAL 
FACE |S IN THAT 
BRIEFCASE? 


NATURALLY, ЇР 7 
HAD ANY STRENGTH 
WHATSOEVER, I'D 
HAVE BITTEN INTO 
YOUR JUGULAR WHILE 
YOU WERE CRADLING 
ME IN YOUR LOVIN’ 
ARMS. 


BUT 
N CONSIDERING 
N HOW IT ALL 
§ WORKED OUT, I 
t GUESS I SHOULD 
у 






JUST SAY 
“THANKS.” 


YOU'RE 
WELCOME. 


WHICH BRINGS 
ME TO MY 


QUESTION... 








WE'VE BEEN RUNNING 
THE SAME PATTERN FOR 
SOME TIME NOW: YOU DO | | 
SOMETHING HORRIBLE, I TRACK 20 I'M 
YOU DOWN, YOU FIGHT ME HERE TO 
DIRTY, I TAKE YOU ASK YOU... 
BACK TO ARKHAM. 
















Do YOU 
REALLY 
WANT ТО 
KILL ME? 


BUT DURING THIS 
RARE OPPORTUNITY IN 

WHICH YOU'RE NOT ONLY 
PHYSICALLY RESTRAINED, BUT ALSO 
MOMENTARILY PSYCHOLOGICALLY 

BALANCED, I FIGURE THIS IS THE 
BEST TIME TO GET SOME 
SOUL-SEARCHING TRUTH 
OUT OF YOU. 


I DUNNO. 
LEMME ROLL 
IT OVER A 
LITTLE BIT. 


MEANTIME, 
SAME QUESTION 
APPLIES TO YOU, 





ТИФЕР TO THINK 
T'D BE OKAY WITH УОЦ 
DYING OR GETTING KILLED, 
£O LONG AS IT WASN'T BY 
MY HAND OR THE HANDS 
OF ANY OF MY 
ASSOCIATES. 


WHEN YOU 
SKY-DIVED ONTO THE 
ROOF OF GOTHAM CENTRAL, 
I FANTASIZED ABOUT YOUR 
‘CHUTE MALFUNCTIONING AND 
YOU PANCAKING ONTO 4 CURB 
SOMEWHERE INTHE MIDDLE 
OF THE CITY. 


BUT IN THE 
MOMENT OF TRUTH, 
WITH THAT KNIFE 
STICKING OUT OF 
YOUR CHEST? 


I COULDN’T 
РО ІТ. І 
COULDN'T " FOR ALL THE TRUE 
LET YOU ` EVIL YOU'VE DONE, THE 
РЕ. LIVES YOU'VE RUINED, AND 
THE PAIN YOU'VE INFLICTED, 
I COULDN’TIUST STAND 
THERE AND WATCH YOU BLEED 
OUT--EVEN THOUGH I KNEW 
IT MEANT GIVING UP A KIND 
OF PEACE I'VE NEVER 
KNOWN BEFORE. A KIND 
OF PEACE I'LL 
NEVER KNOW. 


WHY, DO 
YOU THINK? 
WHY NOT JUST 
ENJOY THE 
ULTIMATE 
VICTORY? 


TVE 
WATCHED 
PEOPLE DIE 
BEFORE. 





















IT’S ALL 
BECAUSE I 
NEVER WANT 
TO SEE DEATH 
FIRST-HAND 
AGAIN. 


MY WHOLE 
LIFE...ALL 
OF THIS. 


INTERESTING. 

I ALWAYS 
THOUGHT YOUR 
MISGUIDED 
SENSE OF SELF- 
RIGHTEOUSNESS 
CAME FROM SOME 
PERSONAL 
TRAGEDY. 


I'M SORRY 
FOR WHATEVER | 
IT WAS THAT 
HAPPENED TO 
ES, YOU WHICH MADE 
K you THE WAY 
KYOU ARE. 


BUT I РО 
WANT TO 
KILL YOU. 





I IMAGINE 
THAT’S HARD ТО you 
HEAR, AFTER YOU PROBABLY 
JUST OPENED YOUR- | SAW THIS VISIT 
SELF UP ТО ME AS А CHANCE 
LIKE YOU DID. I IMAGINE, IN YOUR FOR ANEW 
HEAD, YOU SAW THIS BEGINNING. 
VISIT A$ А CHANCE ТО 
WORK ON THE NATURE 
OF QUR RELATIONSHIP 
WHILE ТМ TEMPORARILY 
NOT А FROTHING-AT- 
THE-MOUTH, RAVING 
LUNATIC. 


BUT HERE’S 
THE COLD, 
HARD TRUTH, 
BATS... 


I DON’T 
HATE YOU 
‘CAUSE ГМ 

CRAZY... 


I’M CRAZY 
‘CAUSE 1 
HATE YOU. 


AND YOUR 
DEATH--PREFERABLY, 
BUT NOT NECESSARILY, 
BY MY HAND--WILL 
MEAN AN END TO MY 
REIGN OF TERROR 


IN GOTHAM. WHEN 


YOU'RE GONE, 

I'LL STOP HURTING 
PEOPLE I DON’T KNOW. 
I'LL STOP WITH THE 
MAYHEM AND 


MURDER. — LLL LOCK MYSELF 
> UP IN à HOSPITAL 
AND RUN OUT MY CLOCK 
STARING AT THE WALLS, 
HOPPED UP ON PREMIUM GRADE 
PHARMACEUTICALS THAT LEAVE 
ME SO VIRTUALLY LOBOTOMIZED, 
THEY'LL HAVE TO CATHETERIZE AND 
COLOSTOMIZE MY HOLES TO 
KEEP ME FROM BECOMING A 
NONSTOP SELF-PISSING 
AND POOPING MESS. 





I CAN 
TELL BY YOUR 
FACE THAT TVE 
DISAPPOINTED 
You. 


BUT YOU'RE A BIG, 
STRONG GUY ۵ 
OBVIOUSLY FAMILIAR 

WITH DISAPPOINTMENT 
AND DISILLUSIONMENT, 
50 ГМ THINKING YOU 
CAN HANDLE THIS 
INFORMATION... 


Кук 





FINALLY ВЕ 
ЕЌЕЕ. 









SINCE 
WE’RE BEING 
SUPER TRUTHFUL, 
I SHOULD ALSO TELL 
YOU I SAW ALITTLE 
BIT OF YOUR JUNK 
WHEN YOU WERE 
GETTING CHANGED 
BEFORE. 









THE CAVE... 


> | = 
IT’S LITTLE 


WONDER HE 
CAUGHT THAT 
GLIMPSE, CONSIDERING 
| 
1 


YOU WEAR YOUR BRIEFS 
\ ON THE OUTSIDE 
N OF YOUR 
CLOTHES. 


I'VE ALWAYS 
DREAMED OF 
BECOMING A 
NIGHTCLUB 
соме. [9 PV 


THE 
CLOWN'S NOT 
p GONNA ФТОР 
A TIL ONE ОР US 


19 DEAD. 
CERTAINLY 
THIS COMES 
AS NO SHOCK, 


MASTER а 
Bruce / Те JUST... 


I HELD HIS 


ЕСТІ! LIFE IN MY HANDS. 
| GORDON URGED 
ME TO LET THE 
JOKER BLEED 
OUT. 


WELL, 

I CAN'T SAY 
ГМ SURPRISED 
BY WHAT ТИЕ 
JOKER SAID, 
MASTER 
BRUCE... 





WHAT HE TOLD 


| ME TONIGHT, 
THAT WOULD’VE 
GIVEN HIM 


PEACE. 








IF УОЦ 
DON'T MIND 
ME SAYING, SIR-- 
YOU COPPLE 
THAT ONE 
TOO MUCH. 


BUT THEN, P 
YOU CODDLE ALL 


OF THEM. I SOMETIMES 
WONDER, MASTER BRUCE, 
WHAT YOU'D DO WITH 
YOURSELF IF ALL THE 
COSTUMED KOOKS AND 
OVERGROWN CHILDREN 
SUDDENLY OPTED ( 
FOR LAW-ABIDING А 5244 


JAYWALKERS 
BEWARE! 
THE BATMAN 
А STRIKES! 


OR ANYONE 
ELSE, FOR THAT 
MATTER. BUT THAT’S 
WHAT MAKES YOU YOU, 
MASTER BRUCE: THE PATH 
LEAST RESISTANCE 
HAS NEVER BEEN 
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MONSTERS 

Ei NEED THEIR 
РА REST, I 
SUPPOSE 





en NO SIGN OF THE | 

ER FELLOW, THEN? |e S 

THE UPSTANDING CITIZEN [us 9 q 

WITH THE PENCHANT FOR / 
ONOMATOPOEIA? 


IT FOLLOWS 
THE PATTERN 
OF HIS STAR CITY 
ACTIVITIES FROM А 
FEW YEARS BACK: ME 
GOES AFTER A BIG 
GUN, FAILS, THEN 
SHRINKS BACK 
INTO THE 
DARKNESS. 
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BUN 
WITH HIS THOUGHTS... 
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= 
17 
ШИ) ав. R 
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Че HE HONEST | Шако 
OA WITH HIMSELF? 


۸ 1 





< -— 








“DOES HE KNOW 


Щ THERE'S NO PLACE 
N HE CAN HIDE 
| 


N FROM JUSTICE?” 
ES NN 


| HE KNOW 
| THERE 2 NO PLACE 











“FROM ME?” 





THE END 





FROM THE DIRECTOR ОЕ CLERKS AND CHASING AMY 
“Entertaining” — VARIETY 
“[Smith’s writing] is every bit as witty as his movies.” — IGN 


BRING THE NOISE 


Gotham City is a war zone — but it’s not the one-man battle the Batman envisioned 


when he started his crusade against crime. 


An entire rogues gallery of disturbed, disfigured masterminds and mass murderers 
has developed around the Dark Knight. And when they come into conflict, the crossfire 
is deafening. 


No one embodies this onslaught better than the Joker. The Clown Prince of Crime 
is on a rampage, determined to unseat a pretender to his bloody throne— 


and Batman is just as determined to put him down. 


But a mysterious new player has entered the game, 

a masked killer intent on using this chaos and confusion چم‎ ems 
to his advantage. The only sound he makes is the noise of y 
his lethal attacks. And in the cacophony of Gotham 







City, Batman may not hear him coming until it’s 


too late... 
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